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Broughton Primary School Parent Council Meeting  
Wednesday 23 February 2022 

Minutes 
 

1. Introductions, apologies and attendance 

Attendance: Apologies: 

School Staff Parents All Apologies 

Maria Gowans (Head Teacher)  
Sam Rushforth (Depute Head 
Teacher) 
David Borthwick (Principal 
Teacher)  
Lisa Bradley (Class Teacher, 
PC/FAB Rep) 
Eve Borrowman (p3b Class 
Teacher) 
Zoe MacPherson (p1a Class 
Teacher) 

Rachel Blythe (Chair)  
Naomi Sandilands (Secretary) 
Shona Campbell (Treasurer) 
Jess Kearslake 
Pauline Oh 
Anne Hay  
Veronika Jureckova 
Manikandan Selvakumar 
Abisoye Jolaoso 
Sandra Karigirwa Nicol  
Rachel McColgan 
 

Ryan McColgan (parent) 
Chris Rosendale (parent) 

 
2. Minutes of last meeting (01 Dec 2021) 
These were agreed as accurate by David Borthwick. 
 
3. Head Teacher’s Report - Maria Gowans 
A fall in school roll means that it is anticipated that next year there will be 13 classes (down from 14) 
and this will result in the need for a composite class to be formed. Decision on which classes this will 
affect has yet to be taken.  Consideration will give consideration to friendship groups.  
  
Staffing news:  

 Charlotte Birse-Stewart left this term and p5b is joined by Hannah Radcliffe. 

 New Play Support Assistant in Primary 1 and a Pupil Support Assistant to support class 
learning. 

 New, permanent post introduced by Scottish Government for a Transition Teacher to 
support Primary 7 and Secondary 1 pupils across the Drummond cluster.  

 
Learning and teaching:  
The School continues to roll out the Relationships, Sexual Health and Parenthood (RSHP) learning 
and intends to send home information for parents about learning each class will cover.  All content is 
online.  
 
Sport/Activities 

 Rugby to start.  

 Miss McPherson to offer netball for p6-7 

 Miss McCrimmon to restart Glee (choir) club 
 
Sam Rushforth explained that class excursions and outing are soon to be allowed again. In the past 
we had the 'Culture Fund' from Parent Council funds to support the cost of excursions and Sam has 
requested that this be started again to allow classes to plan outing with the intension to spend by 
June.  
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Action:  Rachel Blythe and Shona Campbell to investigate what is possible.  
 
Transitions  
Primary 1 and Primary 7/Secondary 1 transitions planned to be back in-person.  
Sam Rushforth is interested in feedback from parents to design the Primary 1 transition, and how to 
welcome new families into the school.  Opportunity to learn from virtual sessions held last year. Sam 
Rushforth will contact Parent Council members to discuss further.   
 
Action: Sam Rushforth / Rachel Blythe / Others – to discuss Primary 1 transition. 
 
Play Based Learning for P1 
Lisa Bradley, who teaches Primary 1 classes once per week explained the work going on to develop 
the play based approach to early years’ learning. Classrooms have been re-arranged so that classes 
now look more like a nursery.  The main emphasis is on play 'free teaching' and a child-led approach.  
The school now wants the outdoor learning environment to be developed.  It potentially could be a 
free-flow environment, with learning extending outside. To develop the front playground, to make it 
a play-learning environment, Lisa Bradley has audited the containers in the back playground (loose 
parts play containers) for resources.  There are plans to develop a mud kitchen.  She expects that 
many things required and on her wish list could be source from donations. A main item required to 
allow the front playground to develop in this way is a secure, lockable storage shed. Items, which 
could be donated include: the shed itself, tyres, pots and pans, kitchen utensils, a sink.   
 
Actions: Lisa Bradley / Rachel Blythe / Others – to discuss plans for the Parent Council helping 

the School to develop its mud kitchen.   
Jess Kearslake offered to help deliver to the school mud kitchen donated items if 
required.  

 
Parent survey on the cost of the school day- 42 responses from parents, which is not a big return 
but very useful.  Laura Clark and Conor Horan are collating the information.  
 

4. Questions for the Head Teacher / or others from Senior Leadership Team / or Office 
Bearers from the Parent Council / Questions from the School for the Parents 

 
How we do running (the daily mile or other running with the Class Teacher or P.E. Teacher) at 
Broughton Primary School? Making running fun and enjoyable for the children?  
 
Running - some classes participate in the daily mile.  The daily mile is not carried out as a whole 
school activity.  It varies how many times per week different classes complete it.  All P6 and P7 
classes have 2 blocks of PE. 
 
Mel Bertram has already covered athletics in p3-p7, so there is now more focused on other skills.  
Ms McCrimmon (Class Teacher, p3a) is keen to restart the running club.  Unfortunately no Council-
wide activities have started up yet, such as cross country running or interscholastic athletics.  
 
What is the school’s homework policy and how do parents find out about this? What are the 
expectations about the frequency and style of homework and what are other ways for parents to 
learn about what their children are learning?  
 
Home learning (homework) – A leaflet for parents about home learning exists (BPS Home Learning 
Leaflet for Parents).  It will be re-circulated as a reminder. For some new staff, there has been less 
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focus on home learning.  Home learning for each class is different.  Generally this includes a grid of 
activities.  
 
How school learning is shared includes the parent consultations, snap shot jotters, and the online 
“Meet the Teacher” resource.  It is harder to get a sense of what is being taught without the physical 
link from in person meetings or opportunities for parents to see around classrooms. As soon as we 
can, these will resume.  Maria Gowans urges parents to email the class teacher to discuss any 
concerns.   
 
5. Pilrig Park Weekly Training Practice and Edinburgh Marathon Festival Junior Races  

(Naomi Sandilands, Shona Campbell, Rachel Blythe)  
 
Training practises will start on Sunday 13 March, at 10:30 hours in Pilrig Park.  All families are very 
welcome to attend.  Sam Rushforth will mention and encourage this at the School assembly.  
Fundraising – it is not expected that families will fundraise via the Edinburgh Marathon Festival, but 
it is a good opportunity to fundraise.  We will discuss plans for this in more detail in the future. 
 
6. Parent Council Involvement, Communications and Engagement – Rachel Blythe 
 
How do we improve communication, for example: newsletters, a website, making more use of the 
notice boards.  Feedback on parent council meetings includes perhaps changing the pattern of 
meetings for example, they are currently always on Wednesdays, or changing the length of the 
meeting.  Currently Parent Council meetings last 90 minutes and are held 5 times per year.  
Comparing with other Parent Councils in Edinburgh this appears standard.  90 minutes is a long time 
for some families. However, we wouldn't want a shorter meeting to result in less communication 
with the School or less issues being discussed.  It is also not ideal if parents feel that they have to 
attend the main meeting and sub-committees, to get a real say, which is why some topics are best 
taken at the main meeting.  
 
Number of items on the agenda. There are now more subjects to discuss eg active schools wasn't an 
agenda item previously. Benchmarking with other Edinburgh Parent Councils, the agenda is a similar 
length and complexity.  However this is not to say that the length of the agenda is not off-putting.  
 
Action: Rachel Blythe to circulate a paper to think about these issues.  
 
7. Social and Fundraising Ideas (FAB)  
 
Early next week, we should know more about the timeline and potential to open up the school for 
lets.  This will assist access to the school grounds.  
 
Ideas for March and April, May and June? For example:  

 World Book Day is Thursday 03 March 2022 and we have sometimes done Book themed 
activities in March / April;  

 Summer Fair or equivalent (11 June 2022)  

 Books, woodwork themed event (little free library) – Rachel Blythe to follow up with Bence 
Solymar 

 Playground tidy/gardening weekend - school let for March weekends being investigated. 

 Idea for a Spring Trail, like to successful Winter Trail.  
 

We are keen not to overburden the same person/people always to organise events.  It is best to 
share out events coordination to different coordinators, throughout the year.  
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8. Treasurers Report  
 

 Bence has handed over the accounts to Shona, who is working on access to the Bank of 
Scotland account and to become a signatory.  

 The Winter events (Winter Trail, Adult Raffle, Kids Raffle) were all successful and raised 
money. 

 Full update at the next meeting.  
 

Funding Decisions: 
 

 Playground Markings – We agreed to spend on this activity last year, but we did not agree 
the amount to spend.  David Borthwick and Asif Ahmed (School Manager) have assisted in 
obtaining quotes and approving and appointing a contractor.  The Pupil Council chose the 
design for the two playground markings, one for top playground and one in the lower area, 
costing £1420. 

 

 Active Schools - Jess Lambson, our Cluster Coordinator has been very helpful, but we still 
need figures on how many pupils in total have benefited from Active Schools so far in 
2021/2022.  It is extra work for the Parent Council to liaise about the fine detail of Active 
Schools spending each term.  Managing the detail of organising After School Sports classes, 
is not a core Parent Council activity.  Thanks to Pauline Oh for her contributions here.   
 
It was agreed that the Parent Council will authorise the £11 overspend from last term, and 
also authorise the £664 for clubs to run to the end of the academic year (April to June).  
However, we agreed simultaneously to continue the discussion with children / parents and 
carers about what clubs they want.  We will investigate increasing the volume/capacity of 
some classes.  There is potential for a breakfast slot, and see if there are any other external 
clubs to bring in, and see if any parent volunteers could run clubs. Agreed Active Schools 
needs a long-term solution, and noted that  if Active Schools relies on Parent Council funding 
this is not equitable as this capacity varies hugely across the city and the Parent Council 
funding does not equally benefit all pupils.  

 

 Gardening funding request - Jennifer Williamson has applied for a £500 Council grant for 
gardening activities. It was request that if we are unsuccessful, we use Parent Council 
funding to allow this activity to proceed, and to continue the growing and planting activities.  
To allow us to enter a box of produce at the Botanic Gardens harvest festival we particularly 
need to restock on soil/compost.  

 

 Agreed to fundi the culture fund for class excursions (see item under Head Teacher's Report) 
for this term - amount yet to be agreed.  

 

9.  Green Space Issues / Broughton Growing and Cooking Project / Eco and Cost Saving Issues  
 
Short update on the following activities:  
a. Playground and Bowling Green Big Tidy Up / Gardening weekend – this is planned but 

dependent on gaining a school let.   
b. Clothes Spot picking up/dropping off preloved uniform / school clothes – possibly 04 March 

2022?  
c. Bowling Greens development update - new early years, housing and school greenspace – This 

has been delayed.  We now anticipate contractor will be appointed by September to start 
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construction in October 2022.  The likely first nursery intake is in January 2024. Council 
representatives will be invited to the May meeting to discuss this.    

d. Growing Plans for Spring/ Summer 2022 – Particuarly planting potatoes with the “Grow Your 
Own Potatoes” organisation, and entering the Botanic Gardens' harvest festival.  

e. Outdoor Classroom Day – 19 May 2022 - can discuss how PC can help promote.  
 
Any Other Business 
The Parent Council should remember to copy David Borthwick into communications so that he can 
promote on twitter and the website.  

 
Dates of next meetings:  
Wednesday 11 May 2022 at 6.30 pm  
 
This meeting could be in the school.  We need to think about technology and discuss how to 
accommodate childcare.  
 
Proposals for future agenda items: 
i.  Reviewing and Updating the Parent Council Constitution  
ii.  Bowling Green development update - new early years, housing and school greenspace  
 
List of Documents:  
1) This Agenda  
2) Minutes 01 December 2021 (attached)  
3) BPS Home Learning Leaflet for Parents (attached)  
4) Home Learning from the Broughton Primary School Handbook (attached)  
5) Pilrig Park Weekly Training Practice and Edinburgh Marathon Festival Junior Races Publicity 
(attached and already circulated by the School Office)  
6) Parent Council Communications Document (to follow)  
7) Events and Activities ideas for March/April (to follow)  
8) Events and Activities Survey (attached)  
9) Treasurers’ Report (to follow)  
10) Funding Decision – Playground Markings (attached)  
11) Funding Decision – Active Schools (attached)  
12) Funding Decision – Soil and Gardening related (attached)  
13) Bowling Greens development update - new early years, housing and school greenspace (to 
follow)  
 
 
 
 


