
Friday 13 November 2020                                                                              

 

It is hard to believe we have already been back three weeks since the October break.  Time is 

going very quickly in school.  The term started with the introduction of a hot item on the 

school menu. This has been fairly popular in the early years classes. Primary 3-7 children 

continue to eat outdoors whenever possible. 

Halloween 

Thank you for all the contributions made to Friends at Broughton through ParentPay.  

£166.75 was raised and will be transferred to the FAB account. 

 

Parent Consultations 

The Parent Consultations took place last week with a mixed degree of success.  When the 

video call system worked, it worked well and parents and staff were able to have a productive 

10 minute conversation.  I appreciate however that for many people it did not work, and so 

school staff had to make a lot more phone calls than initially planned.  Thank you for your 

patience with this.  We will be putting together a short survey on the process. 

 

School virtual visits 

As you will be aware we are not able to do out of school trips however this has not stopped a 

number of classes meeting visitors over Teams. 

 

Some of our classes logged into individual sessions with Young Carers to learn about this 

organisation and the work that they do. 

Our P5-7 classes had input on firework and bonfire safety that had been provided by the 

Community Team at McDonald Road Fire Station.  This comprised safety input in the form 

of a quiz and workbook. 

Mrs Bertram has also contacted Ritchie Collins, fantastic local artist and parent of Ria (P3) as 

some classes have been looking at his work.  He has very kindly offered a virtual tour of his  

gallery and a talk about his work. 

Both classes in P5 met with Shasta, Mariyah Ali’s Mum from P6. She shared all her 

wonderful work in the local community to encourage diversity. The children learned about 

diversity, racism and people who can help us in our community. We also learned about the 

significant work of World War II Spy Noor-un-Nissa Inayat Khan (apparently the first 

woman Muslim to be awarded a blue plaque). Shasta then ran a Q+A session with the 

children.   

If you have any areas of expertise that fit in with aspects of our curriculum then please let us 

know.   

 

 



Pupil Equalities Group 

We recently interviewed pupils from P4-P7 for our Pupil Equalities Group.  The response 

was really good and we now have 12 pupil members.  The group met with myself and Mr 

Borthwick and are tasked with planning a whole school assembly on Equalities and 

Discrimination.  The group will also be organising pupil surveys, future events and a regular 

input for assemblies.   

We will shortly be looking for some parent representation on this group so if this is an area of 

interest or expertise then keep an eye out for a letter. 

Pupil Council 

It was lovely to see such a good response to Children in Need today.  This was planned by 

our Pupil Council who had their first meeting at the start of the week.  They are currently 

tasked with looking at playground improvements. 

Contributions to Children in Need can be made through ParentPay until 7 December. 

 

House Captains and Vice Captains 

Following online campaigns, our House Captains and Vice Captains were announced at 

assembly last week.  Their job will be to promote their house, plan house events and house 

mornings. 

 

Road Safety 

You will have seen that temporary traffic lights have been installed at the junction of 

McDonald Road and Broughton Road.  This is making it easier and safer for traffic to exit 

McDonald Road.  There is also a green man system in place. 

Primary 4a are preparing a presentation on Road Safety for assembly next week and will 

highlight this new crossing. 

 

A School Crossing Patrol site assessment was carried out at the back of the school crossing 

Bellevue Road.  Unfortunately the numbers were low when assessed against the National 

Criteria required for the establishment of a School Crossing Patrol site so based on this a 

School Crossing Patrol site can not be justified at this location. 

 

Christmas Activities 

The primary one classes are exploring the possibility of a first ever digital Nativity however 

as we are currently not able to sing so would  be very different to the usual style! 

This year we have booked two online Christmas Shows with ‘Macastory’.  Macastory are an 

Edinburgh based duo and are very entertaining. There will be one show for nursery to P2 

called Santa Storytime and another for P3 – P7 called Christmas Coorie Doon.  Obviously it 

won’t be the usual type of performance with all classes being in the hall, but it will still be an 

enjoyable performance that classes can watch in their classrooms at a time that suits each 

class teacher.  There will be a £1 per child cost for this paid through ParentPay.  Information 

on this will be sent nearer the time. 

 

Reminders 

Please remember to wear face coverings in the playground and to keep 2m from other adults 

and children. 

If anyone living in the home has has any of the following symptoms please keep your child at 

home and follow NHS guidance on self-isolating. 



•A new, continuous cough and/or 

•A fever/ high temperature and/or 

•A change or loss in taste and/or smell (anosmia). 

Where children are required to self-isolate we will provide home learning for the two week 

period. 

 

Maria Gowans 

Head Teacher 


