
Fact or Opinion? – Hot

Read through the article and highlight or underline the facts in one colour 
and the opinions in another. Complete the questions at the end.

People might tell you that playing video games from breakfast till bedtime is for
slackers.

Now imagine asking them what they think of people who spend time watching 
others play video games. They might say that America is doomed.

Gamers and their fans, however, would disagree. They'd probably tell you that 
playing games on the internet could help save the world.

That's what Jack Robinson, Luke Grayum and James Heckscher believe. The 
three boys are graduating seniors from the Shipley School in Bryn Mawr, 
Pennsylvania. They plan to play the popular video game "Fortnite" for 24 hours 
between Friday and Saturday afternoons. They hope their games will raise 
money for nurses battling the coronavirus. The coronavirus is a flu-like illness 
that began in China in 2019 and has spread all around the world.

"We Want To Make A Difference"

The 18-year-olds will livestream the games they play with competitors from 
around the planet. They'll earn money through donations from people watching 
the games. 

"My parents will be cooking and handing me food as I play," said Robinson. He 
was the one who came up with the gaming idea.

"I've seen nurses sacrificing their lives for their communities, and I wanted to 
do this for them, sending money to the American Nurses Association," Robinson 
added. "We want to make a difference from the confines of our homes."



They hope to make as much as $2,000. "It's a wonderful idea these kids have to
recognize the value of nursing," said Betsy Snook, who runs the Nurses 
Association in Pennsylvania.

Shipley teaches its students to help their community. Private schools like 
Shipley give students many advantages that other schools don't. Shipley 
believes that when you have those advantages, it is your responsibility to give 
back.

The "Fortnite" boys certainly have given back.

Heckscher tutors students from North Philadelphia and collects toiletries for 
the homeless. Grayum pledged to run 70 miles to raise funds to feed low-income
residents and volunteers at a food pantry. Robinson has built houses in Costa 
Rica and cleaned beaches in California. 

Brooke Donovan is a teacher at Shipley and a mentor for the "Fortnite" project.
She says that Shipley seniors have to complete a senior service project in order
to graduate. Normally they have to do the service project in person. That hasn't
been possible because of the coronavirus, so students had to quickly find a 
project to do from home. 

Donovan says the boys decided on "Fortnite," with Robinson taking the lead on 
the project. "He gets excited about ideas, and he creates excitement among 
other people," Donovan added.

Modern Version Of TV Marathons

"Fortnite" is different from other video games such as "Call of Duty." That 
game is for players ages 18 and up, but "Fortnite" is for players 12 and older and
is not as violent as "Call of Duty." 

The idea of raising money by streaming "Fortnite" games isn't new. In fact, it is 
considered a modern version of the TV marathons that used to be used for 
fundraising.



The Shipley boys will be livestreaming their games on Twitch, the leading 
livestreaming platform in the world. Between 2012 and 2017, Twitch raised 
more than $75 million for charities, much of it from "Fortnite" games. Many 
companies use "Fortnite" to make money because you can play the game for 
free. 

Epic Games, the owner of "Fortnite," made nearly $2 billion off the game in 
2019. There are now around 250 million "Fortnite" players worldwide. 

The Shipley players will compete as a team. They will also allow people who want 
to donate time and money to join them as a fourth team member. When they 
began playing around 1 p.m. on May 22, they invited Michael Turner, the head of 
their school, to play with them. 

Still, Heckscher says, it's important to realize that "what we're doing is more 
than just playing a game. We're trying to save the community — trying to save 
the world — bit by bit. We're doing our share, fighting this virus."

Giving Back To The Community

The trio said their families, not just Shipley, taught them that they need to 
help their community.

"A lot of the decisions to help happen at the dinner table," said Robinson's 
mother, Nicole Robinson.

"You work hard in life, and if you're lucky enough to be successful, you give 
back," she said.

Questions:

1) What does this text tell us about how the gamers are hoping to ‘give back; to 
the nurses and why they think this will work? (i.e. the facts)

2) How does the author and their sources feel about their plan? (i.e. what are 
their opinions?)



3) What opinions have you formed after reading this article? They can be about 
what you have read above or has this article made you form some other opinions 
that aren’t directly associated with the contents of the article? List at least 5.

You may notice as you read this and identify the author’s opinions that they 
have not been overly explicit with these, some may even have been included by 
accident. Undertake your own research about any topic area that you are 
passionate about. Write a SHORT article detailing the facts and see if you can 
also include some opinions, without explicitly stating them.
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