
Fact or Opinion? – Hot

Read through the article and highlight or underline the facts in one colour 
and the opinions in another. Complete the questions at the end.

The Chavez family lives in the San Joaquin Valley in California. Much of the food
eaten in the United States is grown there. For them, bottled water has become 
an everyday need. The only problem is that it is not available at the grocery 
store.

Access to clean water is a problem nationwide. The COVID-19 pandemic is 
making it worse. A pandemic is an outbreak of disease that affects a large 
population of people across a wide geographic area. This virus has spread around
the world.

For example the Navajo Nation includes parts of Arizona, New Mexico and Utah.
There, about 1 in 3 homes lack indoor plumbing. Elsewhere in Eastern Kentucky, 
people do not trust their local water. 

The COVID-19 virus has spread across several major cities and is now affecting 
some rural communities. These communities tend to have fewer resources. Many
do not have clean water. This makes it impossible for people to practice safe 
health habits. This includes staying at home and washing hands frequently.

Many Vulnerable Communities Have Unclean Water

The pandemic is also pointing out the huge differences in access to clean 
water. Infection and death rates due to COVID-19 have gone up in rural areas. 
One area is the Deep South.  Another area is the Navajo Nation. There, 
infection rates are similar to the U.S. Northeast.

These people are vulnerable, said George McGraw. He is the founder of 
DigDeep. It is a nonprofit group that brings water to underserved areas. He 
says that there is a connection between the spread of the virus and 
communities that do not have water.



Zoom-inImage 2. Lucy Hernandez, a community drinking-water advocate, at her 
home in Goshen, California. Photo: Melina Mara/Washington Post

According to DigDeep, more than 2 million Americans do not have indoor 
plumbing. That number is even bigger in two other categories. First, many people
do not trust that their water is safe. Second, many others cannot afford to pay 
for it. The study found another troubling pattern. These issues affect 
communities of color more than white communities. 

Those groups are also more likely to suffer from certain conditions. They 
include high blood pressure and obesity. Those put people at a higher risk of 
developing severe complications from COVID-19.

Hope For Water Projects

Some experts hope the pandemic will encourage money to be spent on the 
country's water system. It is long overdue. Advocates have been calling on 
government leaders to fund water projects to address the effects of the 
coronavirus.

Currently, states and water utilities are losing money due to the coronavirus. 
Now, people are less able to pay their water bills. Closed businesses also aren't 
using water. With less money coming in, utilities that provide water cannot 
afford improvements. 

It is an enormous challenge to improve and expand America's water system. 
There are more than 1 million miles of pipes. Many are more than 100 years old. 
In a recent report card, the American Society of Civil Engineers gave America's
drinking-water system a D grade.

When Well Water Is All There Is

The virus has made it worse for people who do not trust their water. In 
California, Cristobal Chavez has long worried about polluted well water at his 
small family ranch. Now that the coronavirus has created shortages of bottled 
water, his family has little choice but to drink from their well.



Lucy Hernandez lives in nearby Visalia, California. She is a clean-water advocate.
She said panic buying quickly emptied the shelves at stores including Walmart 
and Costco. Hernandez, who uses bottled water for drinking and cooking, said 
supplies are now rationed, prompting more frequent trips to the store.

"We are only allowed to buy two gallons of water per customer," said Hernadez, 
who has a household of five. "That only lasts one day in my house."

Advocates hope some of the problems related to water can be fixed. This could 
help people like Legena Wagner. She lives on a small family compound without 
indoor plumbing in sparsely populated Apache County, Arizona. Her father now 
leaves home before dawn to fill the family's water containers, driving about 45 
minutes along red-clay roads to the windmill pump before others crowd around 
waiting for their turn.

The nonprofit DigDeep is working to install and refill tanks of water called 
cisterns. This could help isolated families like Wagner's.

Questions:

1) What does this text tell us about the USA’s water system and how this is 
being highlighted by the impacts of Coronavirus (i.e. the facts)

2) How does the author feel about this? (i.e. what are their opinions?)

3) What opinions have you formed after reading this article? They can be about 
what you have read above, or has this article made you form some other opinions
that aren’t directly associated with the contents of the article? List at least 5.

You may notice as you read this and identify the author’s opinions that they 
have not been overly explicit with these, some may even have been included by 
accident. Undertake your own research about any topic area that you are 
passionate about. Write a SHORT article detailing the facts and see if you can 
also include some opinions, without explicitly stating them.
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