
Spicy – punctuating speech in paragraphs

Success Criteria Checklist
Put     “           ”    around what words the speaker says.
A new speech sentence starts with a capital letter (even if it is the middle of another 
sentence).
Separate what was said from speaker with a comma unless there is already a ? or an ! 
Use a comma before opening speech marks (if the speech is within a sentence)
Start a new paragraph if a sentence has a new speaker saying something

1) Highlight the different speakers in the paragraph below

2) re-write the paragraph including the correct structure for the dialogue

It was a lovely, warm summer’s afternoon.  Mary and Peter were walking along 
the side of the canal. “Can you see the barge?” asked Mary. Peter replied, “Yes, 
it’s coming round the far bend in the river.  It doesn’t move very quickly.” They 
both watched as the long, beautifully decorated barge lazily drifted towards 
them. A man, who was on the tiller at the rear of the barge, waved at them. 
“Watch out!” he shouted.  “We’re going to dock next to you.” He steered the 
barge carefully into the side of the canal and hopped off the back and tied her 
up with a dirty, brown, thick rope onto a rusty metal mooring point. “Come on,” 
Mary suddenly said.  “Let’s go.” “Yes, I’m ready to go too,” Peter agreed. The 
two of them strolled quietly off, leaving the barge behind them, as the sun 
sparkled on the dirty water of the canal.

1) Highlight the different speakers in the paragraph below

2) re-write the paragraph including the correct punctuation and speech marks

I would like to buy your shadow said the man. Isn’t your own shadow good enough
for you asked Peter. The man looked at peter and said I will buy it from you. It’s
a deal said Peter. You have my shadow and I’ll take the money. Can you help me 
to roll the shadow up asked the man. I am rich but I’ve lost my shadow muttered
Peter. I am poor but I now have two shadows said the man.

Write your own paragraph including dialogue (approximately the same length as 
above)


