
Tuesday 19th May 2020 - Spicy 

WALT – identify the features of a diary entry.  

 

There are two diary entries below. I would like you to read both 

entries, highlight the features that you see and write them into the 

table. A checklist of things you are looking for is below. (some 

features may be missing)  

After you have done that, I want you to write your own diary entry 

imagining you are Ernest Shackleton 3 months on from beginning his 

rescue mission. Try to include all of the features on the checklist 

below. You will find some question prompts for your entry at the 

bottom of the page.  

 

Features of a diary entry checklist: 

Date/time 21st January 1916 

First person  

Past tense  

Introduction to set the scene  

Tell events in chronological order  

Include personal emotions and feelings  

Paragraphs  

Time conjunctions/adverbials  

 

21st January 1916   

Dear Diary, 

Two days ago, something dreadful happened – ‘Endurance’, which is the 

strongest ship ever built, became stuck in a large sheet of floating ice (an 

ice floe) following hazardous conditions crossing the Weddell Sea. I cannot 

believe that this expedition that I have been planning for so long has come 

to such an abysmal ending, although some people did try to warn me that 

‘Endurance’ might not be the right ship for icy seas. With my crew of 28 

men, I had to abandon the ship, which remains in a precarious state nearby 

and we have made a simple camp on top of the Antarctic ice. We have 



limited rations, so I am hoping that rescue will arrive soon despite the fact 

that so far, the only other living things we have seen are regal-looking 

emperor penguins. So, for now, I need to do my best to keep my spirits high 

for the sake of my loyal crew. 

Until another day, 

Ernest Shackleton     

                                                                        

24th April 1916 

Dear Diary, 

Despite our best efforts to attract attention by lighting fires and creating 

smoke signals, we were not rescued. Over the past months, I have been 

observing my crew members in these harsh conditions and chose the five 

most robust men to accompany me on a rescue mission. For the past 16 days 

we have been crossing 1,300km of treacherous ocean in a small lifeboat, 

‘James Caird’. Yesterday, feeling relieved, we reached the island of South 

Georgia and then completed a day long trek to find a whaling station where 

there were people willing to help us. They have already given us a hearty 

meal and we have discussed how to rescue the remaining crew members who 

are still stuck on the ice. I hope we can get back to save them soon but for 

now, I need some rest. 

With hope, 

Ernest Shackleton 

______________________________________________________ 

Planning sheet/question prompts 

Beginning 
What is the date? 

Where are you? How are 

you all felling? Healthy? 

Injured etc?  

Middle 
Where have you been? Have you met 

anyone along the way? Do you still hold 

hope? Do the crew feel optimistic? 

What have the elements been like? 

What is the plan? 

End 
What are your hopes over 

the coming days and 

weeks? How do you see it 

all playing out?  



 


