
Success Criteria Checklist
Put     “           ”    around the words the speaker says.

A new speech sentence starts with a capital letter (even if it is the middle of another
sentence).

Separate what was said from speaker with a comma unless there is already a ? or an ! 
Use a comma before opening speech marks (if the speech is within a sentence)

Spicy – Punctuating speech marks

Brainstorm different words (synonyms) you could use instead of ‘said’.

Punctuate the sentences below correctly and use the context of the 

sentence to use synonyms for ‘said’ (above) to improve the description of 

speech

1) carly said the weather is going to get even better in may

2) can we go to the shop to buy some chocolate said harrison

3) the evenings are lighter for longer now that it is summer time said kier

4) anya said do we have to watch a horror movie

5) that dog looks so adorable said laura

6) claire said are you serious i don’t want to clean out the garage

Can you correct the punctuation in the sentences below?

1) Louisa asked her Dad “will you have a tea party with me.”

2) “stop exclaimed the police officer as he ran after the thief.”

3) “How old were you when you bought your car,” Enquired my sister.

4) the little boy looked up at his dad and informed him “i need to go to the 

toilet, NOW”

SAID



5) “I think i might be scared of the dark!” whispered the little girl to her 

stuffed toy.

Extension:

Can you add some description to the speech in the sentences below? An 
example has been done for you – you can change some of the language and 
you may need to correct some punctuation.

Qu 1) “I don’t want to go to for a walk.” Screamed the little boy

Ans 1) “I don’t want to go for a walk!” screamed the little boy, as he fell to the 
floor in a fit of rage

2) Luis asked, “Are you seriously wearing a clown costume to go to the cinema?”

3) “lisa, do you think you should really think we need to run any further?” puffed
Charlotte.

4) Freya squealed “i got in to the school of performing arts – im so excited.”

5) “Be quiet!” exclaimed the librarian.


