
Tuesday 19th May 2020 - Hot 

WALT – identify the features of a diary entry.  

 

Read the diary entry below, highlight the features that you see and enter them 

into the table. A checklist of things you are looking for is below. (some features 

may be missing)  

After you have done that, I want you to write your own diary entry titled ‘A day 

I’ll never forget’. Some question prompts can be found at the bottom of the 

page.  

 

Features of a diary entry checklist: 

Date/time Monday 26th July 1943 

First person  

Past tense  

Introduction to set the scene  

Tell events in chronological order  

Include personal emotions and feelings  

Paragraphs  

Time conjunctions/adverbials  
 

                                                                                            MONDAY 26TH JULY 1943 

 

Dearest Kitty, 

 

Yesterday was a very tumultuous day, and we're still all wound up. Actually, you may 

wonder if there's ever a day that passes without some kind of excitement. 

 

The first warning siren went off in the morning while we were at breakfast, but we paid 

no attention, because it only meant that the planes were crossing the coast. I had a 

terrible headache, so I lay down for an hour after breakfast and then went to the 

office at about two. At two-thirty Margot had finished her office work and was just 

gathering her things together when the sirens began wailing again. So, she and I 

trooped back upstairs. None too soon, it seems, for less than five minutes later the 

guns were booming so loudly that we went and stood in the passage. The house shook, 

and the bombs kept falling. I was clutching my 'escape bag', more because I wanted to 

have something to hold on to than because I wanted to run away. I know we can't leave 

here, but if we had to, being seen on the streets would be just as dangerous as getting 

caught in an air raid. After half an hour the drone of engines faded, and the house 

began to hum with activity again. Peter emerged from his lookout post in the front 



attic, Dussel remained in the front office, Mrs van D. felt safest in the private office, 

Mr van Daan had been watching from the loft, and those of us on the landing spread out 

to watch the columns of smoke rising from the harbour. Before long the smell of fire 

was everywhere, and outside it looked as if the city were enveloped in a thick fog. 

 

A big fire like that is not a pleasant sight, but fortunately for us it was all over, and we 

went back to our various jobs. Just as we were starting dinner: another air-raid alarm. 

The food was good, but I lost my appetite the moment I heard the siren. Nothing 

happened, however, and forty-five minutes later the all-clear was sounded. After the 

washing-up: another air-raid warning, gunfire and swarms of planes. 'Oh gosh, twice in 

one day,' we thought, 'that's twice too many.' Little good that did us, because once 

again the bombs rained down, this time on the other side of the city. According to 

British reports, Schiphol Airport was bombed. The planes dived and climbed, the air 

was abuzz with the drone of engines. It was very scary, and the whole time I kept 

thinking, 'Here it comes, this is it.' 

 

I can assure you that when I went to bed at nine, my legs were still shaking. At the 

stroke of midnight I woke up again: more planes! Dussel was undressing, but I took no 

notice and leapt up, wide awake, at the sound of the first shot. I stayed in Father's 

bed until one, in my own bed until one-thirty, and was back in Father's bed at two. But 

the planes kept on coming. 

Sally 

 

Planning sheet/question prompts 

Beginning 
What is the date? How 

are you feeling? What 

did you have for 

breakfast? Is there a 

reason that this is a day 

you will never forget? 

Or was it like any other 

normal day to a point…..  

 

Middle 
What happened? How did this day 

become one you would never forget? 

How did you feel? Who was there? 

This is the part where you can include 

good detail. 

End 
Time for reflection. How 

do you feel – physically and 

emotionally? Can you 

believe the day you have 

had?   

 

 

 


