
Success Criteria Checklist
Put     “           ”    around the words the speaker says.

A new speech sentence starts with a capital letter (even if it is the middle of another
sentence).

Separate what was said from speaker with a comma unless there is already a ? or an ! 
Use a comma before opening speech marks (if the speech is within a sentence)

Hot – Punctuating speech marks

Brainstorm different words (synonyms) you could use instead of ‘said’.

Can you correct the punctuation in the sentences below?

1) Louisa asked her Dad “will you have a tea party with me.”

2) “stop exclaimed the police officer as he ran after the thief.”

3) “How old were you when you bought your car,” Enquired my sister.

4) the little boy looked up at his dad and informed him “i need to go to the 

toilet, NOW”

5) “I think i might be scared of the dark!” whispered the little girl to her 

stuffed toy.

Add some description to the speech in the sentences below. An example has
been done for you – you can change some of the language and you may need
to correct some punctuation.

Qu 1) “I don’t want to go to for a walk.” Screamed the little boy

Ans 1) “I don’t want to go for a walk!” screamed the little boy, as he fell to the 
floor in a fit of rage

2) Luis asked, “Are you seriously wearing a clown costume to go to the cinema?”

SAID



3) “lisa, do you think you should really think we need to run any further?” puffed
Charlotte.

4) Freya squealed “i got in to the school of performing arts – im so excited.”

5) “Be quiet!” exclaimed the librarian.

In the paragraph below, the correct structure has been used when incorporating
speech, however, the speech itself is not punctuated correctly. 

Rewrite the paragraph adding the correct punctuation for the speech, but do 
not change the structure of the paragraph.

“too late for what, Grandma?

“It’s ridiculous” She went on. “you’re nearly as tall as me already”.

George took a good look at Grandma. She certainly was a very tiny person.
Her legs were so short she had to have a footstool to put her feet on, and her 
head only came halfway up the back of the armchair.

“Daddy says it’s fine for a man to be tall George said.

“don’t’ listen to your Daddy,” grandma said. listen to me”

But how do I stop myself growing” george asked her.

“Eat less chocolate, Grandma said

Does chocolate make you grow?

“It makes you grow the wrong way” she snapped. “up instead of down.”

Grandma sipped some tea but never took her eyes from the little boy who
stood before her. “never grow up,” She said. “Always down”.

“yes, Grandma”

“and stop eating chocolate. Eat cabbage instead.”

“Cabbage! Oh no, I don’t like cabbage George said.


