
 

Spicy – Reading comprehension assessment 

Read the passage below and answer the questions. Use the SEQ strategy 

where necessary. Remember: The S and E can be combined at times, as 

long as you are writing in full sentences. 

 

The Pet by Rodger Hurn 

 

Peter Johnson loved pets.  He had done so ever since he was a child.  He 

was always kind to animals.  He put out milk for stray cats.  He hung up 

seeds for birds.  He went to the park each day to feed the ducks.  But his 

pride and joy was his dog Rex.  It was a German Shepherd.   

 

Rex was good at tricks.  He did what Peter told him to do. He could 

shake paws and roll over and play dead.  Peter even trained Rex to go to 

the shop each day to fetch him his newspaper.  Rex sat outside the shop 

and barked until Mr Patel came out with the paper.  Mr Patel gave it to 

Rex who trotted home with it in his mouth.  It was always a bit soggy and 

wet but Peter didn’t mind.  His dog was smart.   

 

Now Rex liked to fetch things for Peter.  He would bring him his 

slippers.  He would bring him toys and balls and sticks.  In fact Rex was 

always looking out for things to bring Peter.  This was because Peter gave 

Rex a sweet when he did.  It was his reward.   

 

One day Peter was sitting in his garden when Rex came running up 

to him.  Rex had a piece of dirty fur in his mouth.  He dropped it in 

Peter’s lap.  Then sat down and looked at Peter hopefully. 

‘What’s this then boy?’ said Peter.  ‘’Some old toy you’ve found?’ 

Peter picked up the lump of fur and looked at it.  To his horror he saw it 

wasn’t an old toy at all.  It was the dead body of the pet rabbit that 

belonged to the little girl next door. 

 

‘My goodness, Rex,’ said Peter.  ‘This is Flopsy.  You’ve killed her you 

bad dog!’  Rex hung his head in shame.  He was sorry for the rabbit but 

even more sorry that Peter didn’t give him a sweet. 

 

Peter jumped up and ran into the house.  He put the rabbit in the 

sink and wiped the dirt from its fur.  He looked hard to see if Rex had 

left any tooth marks on Flopsy’s skin but he didn’t find any.  ‘Perhaps Rex 

scared this poor little rabbit to death,’ said Peter to himself.  ‘I feel so 

bad about this.’ 



 

 

Then a dreadful thought popped into Peter’s head.  Emma, the girl 

next door would be very upset indeed to find out that Rex had killed her 

pet.  She would cry and weep and tell her Dad.  Emma’s Dad was a very big 

man indeed.  He would be so angry with Rex.  Peter didn’t know what he 

could do to save his dog.  But he had to do something.  Then he had an 

idea. 

He washed the rabbit with soap and shampoo.  He plugged in his 

hair drier and dried Flopsy’s fur.  Then he combed it and brushed it until 

her fur shone.  When Flopsy was quite dry Peter hid her under his coat 

and crept out into the garden.   

 

He looked over the fence and made sure nobody was next door.  Then 

Peter climbed over the fence and ran to Flopsy’s hutch.  He opened the 

door and put the rabbit back inside.  He tried to make her look as life-like 

as he could.  Peter even put a carrot in her paws.  Then he heard a car 

door slam out in the street.  Emma and her Dad were coming home.  Peter 

was so scared he jumped over the fence and dashed back into his own 

house.  Rex hid under the table.  He knew his master was upset with him 

but he didn’t know why. 

 

Peter waited in fear for Emma’s Dad to come knocking at the door.  

But he didn’t come that day or the next or the day after.  In the end 

Peter could stand it no more and went out into his garden.  He saw Emma’s 

Dad. 

‘Hello,’ said Emma’s Dad.  ‘I haven’t seen you for a few days.  Are 

you all right?’ 

Peter gulped.  Then he said,’ Yes I’m fine.  How about you?  Is 

everything OK?’ 

Emma’s Dad scratched his head.  He looked puzzled.  ‘Well, not 

really,’ he said. 

‘Oh,’ said Peter.  ‘What’s up? 

‘Well,’ said Emma’s Dad.  ‘A strange thing happened a few days ago.  

Emma and I came home and we found her pet rabbit Flopsy dead in its 

hutch.’ 

‘That’s awful,’ gasped Peter. 

‘That’s not the strange bit,’ said Emma’s Dad.  ‘No, the weird thing 

is that the rabbit died that morning and I’d already buried it in the 

garden before we went out!’ 

 

 



 

Questions: 

Use the SEQ strategy! Remember sometimes the S and the E can be 

merged as long as you write in full sentences. 

 

  The first part of question 1 is done for you, as an example. 

1. Find 3 things we learn about Peter in the story: 

In the story we learn that Peter’s surname is Johnson. We know this 

because in the story it says “Peter Johnson”. 

 

2. Why was Rex special? Give at least 3 examples. 

 

3. What did Rex do wrong? How did this make him feel? 

 

4. Why might Emma be upset? 

 

5. Why is Peter worried? 

 

 

6. What did Peter do? Why? 

 

7. What do you think Peter should have done? Why? 

 

8. How did the writer use a twist at the end of the story? 

 

9. What was the effect of the twist? How did it make you feel? 

 

10. What does Peter do to Flopsy before taking it back to it’s hutch? 

What does this tell us about Peter as a person? 

 

 


