
Hot – reading comprehension assessment 

Use the SEQ structure to answer the questions based on this excerpt. The S and the 

E can be combined at times if you are answering the questions using full sentences. 

Every answer should have a quote to support your statement. 

ADOPTION. 

Steve and Anna had been restless for days. The sun was shining, the evenings were 

long, and every morning they woke up with stifled excitement, knowing that the day 

they were hoping for was coming ever closer. The children’s home where they lived, 

whilst clean and bright, had a cold and clinical feel, with gusty corridors and badly-

shutting doors that caused ghostly whistles whenever the wind blew. Before every 

meal, the children would skip and laugh as they entered the dining room, knowing that 

however awful the food was, each meal they ate was one step closer to their new life.  

Finally, the day arrived. Steve woke first, and despite the sudden change in the 

weather, he was confident that this was the day he had been dreaming of. Shouting to 

wake his sister, soon they were both awake and stuffing clothes and shoes randomly 

into bags. Their eyes shone and they sang as they gathered their possessions, scarcely 

bothering to say goodbye to the room they had shared for the last ten years.  

The doorbell chimed, and Anna led the way as they raced down the stairs. Gleefully, 

the children reached for the door and wrenched the handle open. With eyes full of 

hope and beaming smiles, they stared up into the eyes of their adoptive father.  

The man looming in the doorway wore only black. His squared shoulders were hunched 

against the rain, and a long nose peered out beneath a wide brimmed hat. Dark 

squinting eyes glared coldly at the children, and a calculating hand reached out for the 

doorway. Anna took a step back in shock, and stared at the outstretched hand. Despite 

the man’s size, his fingers were long and spindly, with cruelly pointed fingernails and 



paper-thin skin. A bony knuckle twisted upwards as the man beckoned her forward, and 

she shuddered as he spoke their names. “Stephen and Anna?” his crackly voice echoed 

in the rain, “You belong to me now!” 

 

Questions 

1. Do you think the children know in advance who was adopting them? Give evidence 

from the text to support your answer.  

2. How did Anna’s behaviour change when the man arrived? Use the text to 

support your answer. 

3. Were the children worried about the food they were eating? Use the text to 

support your answer 

4. A key theme in this text is expecting something. Using evidence from the text, 

explain two ways that the author shows the children are expecting something.  

5. Write down how orphaned children might feel when they find out they are going 

to be adopted. Give evidence from the text to support your answer. 

6. How do you think the children felt before and after the man arrived? Use the 

text to support your answer.  

7. What atmosphere does the author create in the first paragraph? 

8. How does the author’s use of language show a change of atmosphere between 

the first and final paragraph? Use evidence to support your answer 

9. Before the children opened the door to their new adoptive father, what emotion 

did they feel? Use evidence to support your answer 

10. Describe the children’s home using your own words. Use the text to support 

your answer. 

 

 


