
We are learning to use tenses consistently in our writing 

REMEMBER:  The word tense refers to when something happens. Verbs 

can be in the past, present or future tense.  

If something has already happened, you use the past tense.  

If it is happening right at this moment, you use the present tense.  

If it is yet to happen, you use the future tense.  

Task 1: Underline the Verb in each sentence. Say which tense it is in. 

(remember a verb is a doing word!) 

1. Last week I swam in the sea. 

2. In years to come we will land on Mars. 

3. I am writing a book. 

4. The sun is shining. 

5. Next week we will go on holiday.  

6. In 1066 the Normans invaded Britain.  

7. Tom shouted at his sister.  

 

Task 2: Complete this chart.  

 Present  Past    Future 

1. I talk   I talked  I will talk 

2. You shout   

3. He washes   

4. She likes   

5. It vanishes   

6. We look   

7. You knock  

 

Task 3: Read this passage about a dream that is written in the present tense. 

It is now morning and you are telling your friend all about your dream. You are 

going to edit the dream description so that it is written in the past tense. The 



blue words are the ones you need to edit to change the description into the 

past tense. 

 

A boy is playing a game by himself in his bedroom. He is sitting on his bed 

pretending it is an aeroplane. Then, all of a sudden the bed starts to shake, smoke 

comes out from underneath it and it starts to lift up off of the floor. Next, the 

roof of his house opens up and the boy and his bed go flying off into the sky. He 

is flying over the trees and over the houses when a parrot lands on the end of 

the bed. The parrot takes him to the jungle where they land the flying bed and 

go walking off to find some animals. After ten minutes, the boy comes face to 

face with a huge lion who is roaring loudly and showing his sharp teeth. The boy 

freezes and hopes the parrot will come to save him. The lion keeps on roaring but 

the boy is starting to wake up. When he opens his eyes he sees his mum standing 

next to his bed, roaring at him to wake up because he is late for school! 

 

Self assess your learning  

Tick the end box, highlight or draw into your jotter how you feel about this 

piece of work. 

☺ 
I can do this! I’m ready to move on. 

  

 
I’m almost there. I might need a bit of extra help 

or practice. 

  

 
I don’t understand. I need more work on this. 

  

 


