
Fairtrade 

Some people make a living out of growing or making things to sell. 

The food and products are shipped all over the world. If the people 

are not paid a fair price, they cannot live well. Fairtrade is about 

paying a fair price for things that we buy. 

 

Did You Know...? Fairtrade products are available in over 120 

countries! 

 

Fairtrade helps to ensure that better prices are paid for crops. 

Better working conditions are provided so workers are treated well 

and families can afford to pay for their children to go to school. 

Fairtrade also keeps farming sustainable so that crops can be grown 

year after year 

 

 

Case Study: Tomatoes 

Farmers in Ghana are unable to sell their tomatoes. There’s nothing 

wrong with their tomatoes. In fact they’re perfectly good tomatoes. 

Red, round and tasty. It’s just that Ghana has been flooded with 

cheap tomatoes from Europe.  

International trade rules do not benefit all the international 

community.  In the case of the Ghanaian farmers, the rules of trade 

have meant they can no longer survive. Many European farmers 

receive huge sums of money from their governments to grow their 

tomatoes.  This is called subsidising.  They can sell their produce 

cheaply as they have been given money to grow it.  In Ghana there 

are no subsidies to help farmers.  This means that they simply 

cannot compete with European exports.  



Imagine you live in Ghana.  You go to the local market to purchase 

tomatoes. European tomatoes are available at half the price of 

Ghanaian tomatoes.  You are naturally going to go for the cheaper 

option.  

What are the effects? If no-one is buying the tomatoes, farms are 

not needed to grow them.  Factories which make tomato products 

will have to close down.  Jobs will be lost, no money will be made and 

this leads to poverty.  It’s not just tomatoes though.  It’s pretty 

much everything.  With farms and factories being forced to stop 

working, there are no jobs and no escape from poverty.  Farmers end 

up selling their produce in the streets and by the road side for 

whatever they can get, even if it’s at a loss. 


