
The World Cup 

 

The World Cup is actually called the FIFA World Cup (because many other sports 

have a World Cup apart from football). It was founded in 1930, and has been 

played every four years since then. The only times the World Cup has ever been 

cancelled have been 1942 and 1946 because of the Second World War. 

 204 countries of the world play against each other and get points for 

winning football matches. Every four years, the 32 teams with the most points 

take part in the final tournament. There is a group stage, where the teams are 

put into separate groups to play each other. The winner of each group then goes 

forward to the knock-out stages, where the loser of every match goes home. In 

the end, the two unbeaten teams face each other for the grand final! 

 There have been 19 World Cup tournaments, but England have only won it 

once! Brazil has won it five times, making them the best football country in the 

world! In fact, they won the tournament so many times that they were allowed to 

keep the trophy permanently. However, thieves stole the trophy and melted it 

down – they were never caught. Now, teams have to give the trophy back to FIFA 

(the organisers) and get a medal to keep instead. 

 Lots of countries want to have the World Cup in their country so they can 

show off their stadium and their fans. A competition is held to pick which country 

is allowed to be “the host nation.” Brazil won this year, and the next World Cup 

will be hosted by Russia. There is lots of money involved in the World Cup and this 

can cause problems. Many countries try to cheat by bribing people from FIFA! If 

they get caught, they get banned from football forever.  

 England won the World Cup in 1966, beating Germany 4 – 2. Geoff Hurst 

was the English striker, scoring a hat-trick (3 goals in one match). This was the 

only hat-trick ever scored in a World Cup final. When the match was nearly 

finished, England were winning 3 – 2 and some of the fans ran onto the pitch to 

celebrate. The commentator watching the event shouted “They think it’s all over!” 

Then Geoff Hurst smashed the ball into the back of the German goal. The 

commentator quickly said, “It is now!” It is now one of the most famous and 

popular football comments of all time.  



The World Cup – Comprehension questions 

 

1. Why is the competition called the FIFA World Cup? 

2. What do you think “founded” means? 

3. Why was the competition cancelled twice? 

4. How many teams take part in the final tournament? 

5. Who has won the competition the most times? 

6. What happened to the original World Cup trophy? 

7. What problems does the World Cup cause? 

8. What is “bribing”? 

9. What is a hat-trick and what was special about Geoff Hursts? 

10.  What happened in the 1966 final? 

11. What did the commentator say about it? 

12. Why do you think this comment is so famous and popular? 

13. Do you think England would be a good place to host the World Cup? Give 

reasons for your answer. 


