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1. Which word in the headline describes the result? __________________________________________ 

2. How does the author describe the team picked by Roy Hodgson? ____________________________ 

3. Who had a shot that ‘flew narrowly wide’? ______________________________________________ 

4. Which team had five players in the England side? _________________________________________ 

5. How old is Steven Gerrard? __________________________________________________________ 

6. How does the author describe Marchisio’s goal? __________________________________________ 

7. How long did it take for England to equalise? ____________________________________________ 

8. How does the author describe the cross from Wayne Rooney? _______________________________ 

9. How many goals has Daniel Sturridge scored for England? _________________________________ 

10. What happened to Gary Lewin? ______________________________________________________ 

11. When did Mario Balotelli score for Italy? ______________________________________________ 

12. What does the caption say? _________________________________________________________ 

13. Why did the England players tire quickly? ______________________________________________ 

14. Describe Mario Balotelli’s goal. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

England’s World Cup campaign got off to a 
disappointing start as they were beaten 2-1 by Italy. 
Manager, Roy Hodgson, picked an attacking team and 
his team started the match well. Liverpool’s Raheem 
Sterling shot from range early on but his effort flew 
narrowly wide. Liverpool had five players in the starting 
eleven, demonstrating their excellent season in the 
premier league. Captain Steven Gerrard, 34, had an 
excellent game, playing some excellent passes to the 
England forwards. It was Italy who took the lead 
however, in the 35th minute. Italy’s Marchisio drilled in a 
low shot which beat Joe Hart at the far post. The lead 
didn’t last long however. Barely two minutes later, 
Wayne Rooney whipped in a beautiful cross which was 
met by Daniel Sturridge who scored his fifth goal for 
England. During the celebrations, one of the England 
management team, Gary Lewin fell over and broke his 
ankle! Lewin was later taken to the local hospital.  

‘Super’ Mario Balotelli makes it 2-1 

Five minutes into the second half, 23 year old 
striker, Mario Balotelli nodded in a cross at the 
back post to restore Italy’s lead. Although England 
battled on, the humid weather meant that the 
players quickly tired. It ended England 1-2 Italy.  


