
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2020  

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I hope you are all well. I thought I would send a newsletter rather than a post on the school 

website.  This is the first time I’ve written a newsletter whilst not in school.  Usually I am 

writing about all the things that have happened over the past weeks like class learning, visits 

and upcoming events.  This newsletter will be slightly different, however there are still a 

number of things happening across the school community worthy of mentioning and 

celebrating. 

 

Office 365 Teams – as from this week all our classes are set up in Teams. This allows 

children to see their daily learning tasks and enables their teacher to give feedback on tasks 

that are submitted.  There are help videos on our website which provide you with support for 

setting this up. Our P4-7s have been using Teams for a number of weeks and it’s been lovely 

seeing the interaction between staff and pupils. 

If you are unable to access Teams all daily tasks are still being posted on our school 

website and can be found under ‘About us’ then ‘class information’. Choose your child’s 

class and then their daily learning will be there. 

 

I’d like to say a huge thank you to Mr Borthwick for maintaining the school website. It has 

been, and will continue to be, our main form of communication since the school closed. 

 

Growing and Planting Project – In early May we posted a newsletter from Rachel Blythe 

on the school growing and planting project.  In it Rachel suggested some things you may 

want to plant at home.  There was also some fabulous suggestions for making your own pots.  

It would be really lovely to see some photos of anything you have planted over the past 

weeks.  It might be that there is some planting this week during Health Week. 

 

School Health Week – This week would have been a week learning about the Olympics and 

focussing on Health and Fitness.  We might not be having the Olympics this year but that 

hasn’t stopped us having a whole school focus on Health.  Class teachers are posting lots of 

ideas and activities this week on this topic.  On Tuesday we will be celebrating sports day.  

Although this will be in a very different format we still hope many of you will take part.  We 

would ask that if possible you send your child’s score sheet to their class teacher and some 

photos would be hugely appreciated. 

 

Edinburgh Marathon Weekend – As many of you know this should have taken place over 

the weekend.  Around 90 children were running for Team BPS and a record number of staff 

had also signed up.  Many people still managed to do a run or a walk.  You can see photos 

and comments on our Twitter feed or on ‘bpsrunners’as well as on the school website.  Many 



thanks to those of you who sent photos to Sandra or to the school.  We are all looking 

forward to the event when it returns but it was fantastic to see such enthusiasm from so many. 

 

School returning – As I’m sure you are aware, it was announced last week that all schools in 

Scotland will open to pupils from 11 August.  The Scottish Government have stated that this 

will be a ‘blended’ model where children will spend some time in school and some time at 

home.  At the moment The City of Edinburgh Council is planning for this and we will keep 

you updated on what this will look like.  The school is open to staff at some point in June to 

allow us to rearrange classrooms and plan for the new session. We will keep you updated as 

this progresses. 

 

Transition – At the moment children and parents are being kept updated on Transition from 

nursery to P1 and P7 – S1 through emails, information online and postings from City of 

Edinburgh Council.  If your child is moving into S1 you may have received a letter or email 

from their high school with more information.  If your child is coming into P1 you will 

receive information from Miss Bradley.  There is now a section for transitions on our 

website under the ‘Our School’ tab.   

 

Home Learning – I’d like to thank you all for your support over these past weeks with your 

child’s home learning.  I realise this varies from family to family as many of you are juggling 

your own work commitments and family needs with school tasks.  We are hugely grateful for 

all you are managing to do. 

 

I would also like to thank the staff who are still working incredibly hard.  Over the space 

of a few weeks, class teachers have learned an entire new way of delivering learning.  Using 

Teams has been new for most of us and staff have coped brilliantly with this as well as 

managing to produce daily activities. The standard of videos and PowerPoints is also 

fantastic.  We have had lovely feedback from parents and children about how good it is to see 

and or hear class teachers.  In addition to this staff are also doing shifts in the Hub at 

Drummond on a regular basis which is hugely appreciated.  

 

Progress Reports – You will be receiving a School Progress Report for your child in the 

coming weeks.  Further information will be given on how this will be sent home.  This is a 

new format this session so will look different to previous years. 

 

Please remember you can contact me through my direct email (on the website) or through the 

admin email.  Take care, 

 

Maria Gowans 

Head Teacher 

 


