
P3 Literacy 

Tuesday 28th April, 2020 

 

L.I: I am learning to use adjectives and similes to describe a 

character. 

Listen to and read chapters 1 and 2 of James and the Giant Peach by 

Roald Dahl using this web-link:    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKOK7ibWAJc  

Talk to someone about the characters who have been introduced so 

far. Do you like any of them? Why/why not? 

Now go back and look at Chapter 2, pages 5 to 7 more closely. 

In this chapter, Roald Dahl describes James’ two horrid aunts. Here 

are his descriptions: - 

Their names were Aunt Sponge and Aunt Spiker and I am sorry 

to say that they were both really horrible people. They were 

selfish and lazy and cruel, and right from the beginning they 

started beating poor James for almost no reason at all. 

 

Aunt Sponge was enormously fat and very short. She had small 

piggy eyes, a sunken mouth and one of those white flabby faces 

that looked exactly as though it had been boiled. She was like a 

great white soggy overboiled cabbage. Aunt Spiker, on the other 

hand, was lean and tall and bony, and she wore steel-rimmed 

spectacles that fixed on to the end of her nose with a clip. She 

had a screeching voice and long wet narrow lips, and whenever 

she got angry or excited, little flecks of spit would come 

shooting out of her mouth as she talked. And there they sat, 

these two ghastly hags, sipping their drinks, and every now and 

again screaming at James to chop faster and faster. They also 

talked about themselves, each one saying how beautiful she 

thought she was. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKOK7ibWAJc


1. Use a coloured pencil to underline all the adjectives that you 

can find in the text above. If you can’t print off this sheet 

then write down the words in your jotter. 

Remember: an adjective is a describing word e.g. hot, bumpy, 

slow, happy, tall, spiky, smooth… 

 

2. Find the simile in the text. Underline it or write it in your 

jotter. 

 

3. Think of three of your own adjectives to describe the aunts. 

Think of your own simile e.g. Aunt Spiker was as thin as the 

edge of a piece of paper. Write them down. 

 

4. Now you are going to try to create a character mind map of 

one or both of the aunts. Look at the attached example. You 

can draw your own in your jotter. Use the words you found and 

thought of earlier.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


