
Broughton Primary School 
Newsletter 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome to our November newsletter.  As the weather starts to get colder 

and wetter I would like to take this opportunity to remind all parents/carers 

that children should come to school equipped for the winter weather wearing appropriate waterproof jackets, 

hats and scarves etc.  Our pupils need to be appropriately dressed for playtimes and lunchtimes as we do 

strive to ensure that they get outside as much as is possible and only in extreme weather keep them inside. 

Communication to Parents 

You will be aware that we have been trialling Parentmail as a new method of 

communicating with parents within the last year.  Unfortunately this has not proved to be 

as effective and successful as I had hoped therefore in consultation with the Parent Council 

I have made the decision to no longer use Parentmail.  We have now set up a text alert 

service using our registration system which allows us to send texts directly to mobile 

phones.  When we send a text we will begin the message ‘From BPS’.  We will continue to send any paper 

copies of letters home until we have our new Website in place, once it is in place we will be able to post letters 

on the new website, which will be easier for parents to navigate and we will be able to text parents to alert 

you to any new postings.  We will begin to use this text alert service following the issue of the newsletter, 

please note that you are not able to reply to this text, if you wish to contact the school you need to call the 

school directly. 

Children in Need 

This year’s Children In Need event is on Friday 13th November.  Broughton Primary will, as always, 

be joining in the fun, and our Pupil Council have come up with the ideas for our involvement.  2 

design competitions will be held, and both have a superhero theme, as this year’s theme is called 

‘Champions of Change’.  Nursery-P3 will create a Pudsey bear picture, either in his original form or dressed as a 

superhero.  P4-7 will create their own superhero, complete with outfit, explanation of super powers and any 

gadgets it may have.  Prizes will be awarded for creative entries!  Our whole school will have a dress down 

day, for which a donation of £1 is kindly requested.  Linking to the theme, pupils can either come wearing 

something spotty, or dressed as a superhero, real or imagined.  Thanks in advance for your support, and let’s 

hope we can raise a lot of money for a very worthy cause. 

Smoke Free Homes 

Our P7 pupils have been working alongside Fast Forward, a local charity, on a project 

called Smoke Free Homes. This charity work alongside the NHS, and are committed to 

helping reduce the number of smoking related illnesses and deaths in Scotland.  Our P7 

pupils have learned about the dangers of smoking, especially second hand smoke. They 

have applied their understanding through sharing their learning with our P6 pupils, and also by creating an 

information leaflet for our school. A copy of this has been issued, alongside an NHS leaflet, with this 

newsletter.  Fast Forward are keen that parents pledge to avoid smoking around children and have provided a 

pledge form to be filled in and returned to school. These can be handed in at the school office, or returned to 

class teachers.  Huge congratulations to our P7 pupils and teachers for their efforts, for engaging so well with 

all the activities, and for producing such informative, clear leaflets! 

Birthday Cake in School 

Can I please request that Parents do not send in birthday cakes to classes when it is your child’s birthday.  

Whilst we appreciate the kind thought we have many children who suffer from allergies, for health care 



reasons and as a health promoting school this is not considered good practice.  I am sure you appreciate we 

can have many birthdays throughout the year in classes. 

School Lunches 

Please note on the new school lunch menu where there is a pizza option it will always be a vegetarian pizza, 

even when it is highlighted in orange which normally indicates a ‘meat’ option. We apologise for any confusion 

caused. 

PSA News 

A big thank you to the PSA for organising such fantastic Halloween discos!   

Giving Machine:-As Christmas time approaches, you can raise money for Broughton every time you shop 

online. We’ve signed up to The Giving Machine, a not-for-profit organisation that allows schools and charities 

to get commission from lots of favourite stores for every online shop. All you have to do is to go to 

www.thegivingmachine.co.uk and register as a giver, selecting Broughton Primary School (Edinburgh) as your 

preferred beneficiary. Then every time you shop online you just need to go through The Giving Machine 

website first and the school automatically gets commission on your shop. Most of the big name retailers are 

part of the scheme so please do sign up. A parent at a school in England who recommended this to us reports 

that they have raised £200 in a single month so it’s well worth the effort! 

Volunteers Required:-In the last newsletter we requested help  to develop a rota of 

parent/carer helpers to support the school in using ‘Botanical Broughton’ at playtimes to 

accommodate football. Thank you to those people who have replied, unfortunately we do not 

yet have enough people to develop a weekly rota and so request if you are able to help to 

contact the PSA at broughtonparents@gmail.com  It would require being in school for 10.20 until 10.50 to help 

supervise a group of children, it does require a regular commitment to be able to develop a rota.  Many thanks 

in advance for your help. 

Christmas Raffle:- The PSA would welcome any donations for the Christmas raffle, if anyone has any links to 

local business for vouchers etc. they would be very appreciated.  If you have any donations for the raffle please 

hand into the school office. Thank you 

Term Date Reminder  
School closes for the Christmas holidays on Tuesday 22nd December at 12 noon and re-opens for pupils on 
Thursday 7th January 2016.  
 

 
 

Friday 13th November – Dress Down Day for Children in Need 
Friday 11th December – P1-3 Christmas Celebration at St Mary’s Church 
Friday 11th December – PSA Christmas Café  
Friday 18th December – P4-7 Christmas Celebration at St Mary’s Church  
Tuesday 22nd December – school closes at 12 noon 
Wednesday 6th January – In-service Day for staff only 
Thursday 7th January – All pupils resume 
 
*Further Christmas Activity dates will follow 
 

Kind regards, 

Gillian O’Rourke 

Head Teacher 

http://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/
mailto:broughtonparents@gmail.com

